
Nov. 22, 2013

Greenmantle:

Upon viewing your proposal for visual/aesthetics impact mitigation, I must say that it falls 
considerably short of our expectations.  Leaving a few token sprigs of trees, and our hills with nothing 
more than extremely bad hair cuts isn't quite the image we desire nor expect.  

In our area, Greenmantle are conducting themselves like unwanted guests at a dinner table.  You eat 
us out of house and home, leave a few scraps and crumbs, then depart thinking you've done us a 
favour.  Rest assured, your behaviour, despite OMNR approval, is neither welcome nor appreciated.  

Greenmantle and the OMNR have finally pushed too far, taken too much and caused untold hard 
feelings and damage to the camp and property owners in the area.  The more we look into this, the 
more aware we have become of the enormous extent of the forest that Greenmantle have removed 
from east of proposed cut block 415 all the way past Iron Range lake, not to mention what you've 
taken in the Fortune lake area and north of there, the forest removed between Prelate and Addie 
lakes all the way westward to North lake and the latest cuts being carried out between Addie lake and 
Little Addie lake.  And that's just the tip of the iceberg.  Don't you think you've hit our area hard 
enough in the last fifteen years?  Don't we Ontario citizens get to keep a few patches of undisturbed 
forest?   It's not as though we're asking for it all, as it seems Greenmantle is.  

This proposed clear cut block (415) has raised the ire of many.  We now have a movement afoot that 
is organizing and gaining momentum to address excessive deciduous forest harvesting and conifer 
monoculture reforestation in our deciduous forest.  If necessary, we will vehemently challenge every 
future proposed harvesting operation in the immediate area of concern and beyond if left with no 
choice.   Our preference is cooperation.  However the preponderance of responsibility for achieving 
cooperation lies with Greenmantle and the OMNR.  

It's not too late to make amends with at least some of us by abandoning clear cut block no. 415 
completely and leaving what's left of the Prelate area intact.  Surely there must be forests around 
lakes out there that don't have camps on them.  You'd meet far less resistance operating there than 
conducting your unappreciated  and unsightly business on the doorsteps of people who've owned 
camps for decades.  

Just put yourselves in our position. Would you like someone coming to your house, kicking your door 
down and destroying or stealing everything you love and cherish?  That's pretty much the equivalent 
of what you're doing to us, albeit on a much larger and far more damaging scale.  

The world has changed.  No longer can industries carry out destroying and polluting the environment 
with impunity.  The public is not only more aware, we are also much better connected and 
communications capable.  We can create awareness at a scale hitherto unknown.  We can effect 
political outcome swiftly and surely.  

Your actions can no longer be shrouded in the mist of ignorance.  We know what you're doing. 
 Accordingly, you will be exposed and opposed when you disrespect the rights of others.   



Greenmantle have the choice to work with the public and to respect the basic dignities of others or 
you can continue trampling over them.   As wisdom has proven in the past, make the changes early 
and save yourself a lot of grief in the future.  It's up to you.  

People only live for so long.  As much as one hundred years will pass before that forest will reach 
maturity again.  Your harvesting of the hills around our lake will not only be destroying prime habitat, 
it will also be visually and ecologically damaging for generations to come.  Accordingly, we would like 
to see Greenmantle abandon block 415 entirely and leave what's left of the deciduous forest in the 
Prelate area as they are now and into the foreseeable future.   

Regarding conducting forestry operations during the spring and early summer.  

I'm at a loss to express how utterly barbaric and inhumane that is.   Do you have any idea of the bird 
and mammal population you'll wipe out?  Surely you cannot be so unaware as to not imagine the 
number of nesting birds on the ground and in the trees that you're killing by your actions.  Not to 
mention the number of denning mammals bringing up their young that will also be either killed or 
deprived of habitat by brutally razing hundreds upon hundreds of hectares of vibrant forest to the 
ground.    This is not the usual relatively sterile boreal forest you're accustomed to harvesting.  There 
is a lot of life in these forests.  At least there used to be.  You'd gain a great deal of respect by carrying 
out  your operations in the deciduous forests beginning in late fall and throughout winter.  

Furthermore, destroying our forest in plain view of campers and property owners while we're trying 
to enjoy what we've worked so hard for, is, to say the least, an insulting display of callous 
belligerence.  That would be equivalent to robbing us while we're home!   Again, you'd create far less 
animosity by conducting your operations during late fall and winter when campers aren't there to 
have to witness it.  

Hopefully, Greenmantle will see the light and abandon block 415.  That way we campers will not have 
to endure the above mentioned atrocities and will retain the beauty of the hills we've grown to 
appreciate over the decades.  

In closing, we respectfully request that Greenmantle abandon clear cut block 415 entirely and leave 
what's left of the forests around Prelate intact and undisturbed.  

Your favourable decision will be much appreciated.

Thank you.

Don Stacey


